
 

 
Our efforts to raise the profile of the important sites around the village in order to protect and 
preserve them, has had some success so now we are championing the improvement of the 
environment within the village.  The demolition of the Kennels should bring home to everyone just 
how the traditional rural look of the village is being steadily destroyed leaving the centre of the 
village no more that a busy distributor road. A Parish Plan is being drawn up so this is an excellent 
opportunity to get official recognition for our views. 
 

Two suggestions for environmental action plan 
 

1. Removing the sign clutter   
 
Unlike everyone else, highway authorities don’t need planning 
permission to erect road signs. The B6030 has gradually 
accumulated more and more signs, many of them unnecessary 
or misleading and many badly sited. This is a nation wide 
problem. Last year The Campaign for Rural England teamed up  
with the RAC Foundation to campaign for decluttering all rural  
roads estimating that 70% of signs were unnecessary.  

 
Left.  The ugly highway clutter in the middle of the 
village. These could be removed or moved. 

 
Below.  Replacing the Warsop sign with one showing 
the weight limit and moving the brown signs means that 
all the vital information would be in driver’s eye line. 

 

 
 
2. Village gateway schemes – an important environme ntal improvement  ? 
What are they  ? 
These are road side structures at the entrance to villages . Usually they incorporate the speed 
limit signs and name plates. Crucially they have vertical and horizontal structures, such as a simple 
gate or more elaborate structures, to create a gateway feel.  
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Why are they important  ?   
Most importantly ‘Village Gateway’ schemes are used to create a sense of ‘place’ by defining the 
entrances to a village and celebrating a village’s important character or history.  
An additional benefit is that they signal to drivers that they are leaving a link road and entering a 
community and should drive accordingly. Most drivers slow down in response. 

 
Where should they be ?  
To be effective these must be as near as possible to the start of the village. 
The best places in our village are 

· Top of the Rat Hole before the first bend. 
· The speed limit sign beyond the Dog & Duck Bridge  

 
The simple mock up gives you a 
rough idea of location.  
This is a modest cost version re-
using all the current signs.  

 
If the money is there 
the design could be a 

lot better than this. 
 
 

 
Decluttering ‘Monument Green’ needs to be part of the gateway work. In the photo the signs on the 
green have been moved to create an uncluttered appearance to reinforce its effect as a gateway 
feature. 
 
 

Saving our iconic landmark moves another step nearer 
 
Kings John’s Palace, Sherwood Forest’s most important 
ruin, is in danger of complete collapse. Over 800 years 
old, the walls had to be propped up earlier this year with 
wooden supports.  
 
English Heritage made funds available for the 
emergency supports.  They also paid consultants fees 
to allow the County Council to draw up a programme of 
work to save the ancient ruin.  
 
The submission of tenders has moved the process 

another step closer. The successful bidder will only be selected after carrying out specimen work on 
the palace. Hopefully, if everything goes according to plan, work to ensure that the ruins will survive 
for several more centuries will be spread over several years. 

Top Tip - A serendipity moment  
Turning towards Mansfield at the Gorsethorpe Lane junction isn’t easy. This is because of the 
poor sight line up the Rat Hole and the smooth manhole cover, which causes wheel spin when 
pulling away. Early this year I tried solving the wheel spin problem by stopping about a metre short 
of the manhole cover.  It worked, but the biggest advantage is the improved view up the Rat Hole. 
 
If you find this helpful can you let me know. The give way lines needs replacing so we could ask 
the County Council to move the line permanently. 


