
Baulker Lane – a dreadful mess 
The national cycle route between Kings Clipstone and Vicar Water Country Park is very scenic except for 
the awful section around the bottom of Baulker Lane. Things came to a head in March when a gas 
cylinder exploded next to the path, shaking windows up to half a mile away and blasting burning rubbish 
over a wide area. It’s not just fly-tipping, but youths racing along the path on motorbikes and criminals 
stealing signalling cable and even track from the rail line. Even Archway Grove residents are having 
problems with vehicles on the rail line behind 
their homes.  
 
The landowners have done what they can to stop 
the problems. Network Rail spent over £100,000 
on a security fence but the gates are destroyed 
every time they are replaced.  
 
In conjunction with the Sherwood Forest Trust, 
we proposed a three barrier solution to a working 
group of the parties involved, plus environmental 
improvements. One barrier on the path to stop 
vehicles going along the cycle route during the day, 
and a much heavier barrier on Baulker Lane to be 
closed at night. Now all we have to do is persuade 
Notts County Council (Public Rights of Ways) to 
agree, as they are very reluctant to gate a bridleway.  
 

 
 

Another problem or an opportunity? 
Clipstone Parish is the most important part of Sherwood Forest because of the range of important and 
interesting historical and environmental sites.  The Kings Clipstone Project aims to get this recognised, 
then protected and enhanced for the benefit of residents and visitors, hence our concern about the 
industrial estate planned for Cavendish Way.  
 
In 2003, the Council refused planning permission for the design of the estate. The reason given was that 
the site would not be adequately screened from the surrounding Special Landscape Area, especially on 
the Clipstone Drive and Squires Lane sides. Unfortunately the Government Inspector decided that trees 
11.5m tall were sufficient to hide very large metal buildings 14m tall and granted planning permission.  
 
The planned buildings would be visible not only to Cavendish Park residents but as far away as Warsop 
Windmill and Peafield Lane and will dominate the view from Squires Lane and Clipstone Drive, both 
important bridleways that anyone wanting to visit the sites in and around the Maun Valley would use.  
 
There is an alternative 
The developers have told the resident’s group that they are willing to build houses instead but the Council 
must to agree. Whilst building on this sensitive site isn’t welcome, it will be far easier to hide 8 to 9m 
high houses rather than huge metal building 14m high 
Industrial units would be far better on the colliery site where screening already exists. 

www.HeartOfAncientSherwood.co.uk 

It is a sad fact of life that industrial land can be 
a magnet for antisocial and criminal activities, 
especially when it is next to the forest, but this 
doesn’t mean that we should just accept the 
situation – good design would go a long way 
to stopping these problems arising. 
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What we all could gain form supporting this change of use  

· Houses would be much easier to screen from Cavendish Way and the Special Landscape Area. 
· A more substantial habitat link extending Intake Wood to the woods on the other side of Clipstone 

Drive (which run almost continuously to Warsop).  
· A new path along the boundary of the site linking Clipstone Drive to Baulker Lane via Intake 

Wood which would open up several new circular walks/rides. 
 
You can help – support the residents’ campaign group by writing to the 
Chief Executive reminding him that the Council opposed the 
development in this form. Their reasons now carry even more weight 
because of the campaign to regenerate the community by building on its 
position at the heart of Sherwood Forest and the new regulations for the 
clearance around overhead power lines (2006). Then add your personal 
reasons. The best reasons are ones based on the Council’s own Local Plan. To help you we’ve posted a 
list of the relevant statements from the Plan on the community website. 

http://groups.msn.com/KingsClipstoneCommunity   
choose planning matters - then discussion 2 at the bottom of the page 

or visit www.heartofancientsherwood.co.uk 

 
Steve Parkhouse – Sorrento, Squires Lane, Kings Clipstone, Mansfield NG21 9BP 

Tele 01623 822321                     stephen.parkhouse@talktalk.net   

Andrew Muter,  
Chief Executive  
Newark & Sherwood Council 
Kelham Hall,  
Newark,  
Notts NG23 5QX   
 

Country & Nature Event for children, young people &  families  
Vicar Water Country Park  - 11am to 4pm - Sunday 30 th September 2007 

Activities include 
Demonstrations and displays by the RSPB,  Notts & D erby Entomological society, The Ramblers Associatio n 
Notts Archaeological services, Kings Clipstone Proj ect, Clipstone Army Cadets, STS Training 
 
Children’s activities 
Kite making, Face Painting, Weaving, Band Display, Spinning, Pole Lathe turning, Pond Dipping, Story 
telling. Plant and vegetable displays, Survival & b ush craft with the Army Cadets  
Can you help or want to know more?    contact Sheila Soar  626219  


